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SUB J : URGENT NEED FOR USG POSITION ON M-16S FOR KUWAIT 
REF: (A) KUWAIT 3442, (B) KUWAIT 4484. 

1 . PRESIDENT OF COLT INDUSTRIES' FIREARMS DIVISION, HAD WEN P. 

STONE, ARRIVED KUWAIT NOV 5 AT REQUEST OF KUWAITI MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE. LOCAL COLT AGENT HAD SENT MESSAGE TO STONE INFORM 
ING HIM THAT MINISTER WANTED TO SEE HIM. STONE HAS APPOINTMENT 
WITH MINISTER MID-DAY NOVEMBER 8. SINCE SALE OF M-16'S MAY BE 

IN THE WORKS (REFTELS) WE WANT TO GIVE STONE INDICATION OF 
DEPARTMENT S POSITION BEFORE HE SEE MINISTER. EMBASSY REPEATS 
ITS REQUEST FOR INDICATION OF DEPT POSTION ON M-16 SALE TO KUWAIT 
OF LESS THAN 1,000 RIFLES OR, ALTERNATIVELY, OF UP TO 30,000 
RIFLES (FIGURE MENTIONED TO STONE BY LOCAL AGENT)(REFTELS). 

2. FYI: STONE SAID THAT MORE THAN MERE SALE OF RIFLES MAY BE 
INVOLVED HERE. HE REPORTS THAT LOCAL COLT AGENT APPARENTLY 
THINKING IN TERMS OF M-16 ASSEMBLY PLANT OR PRODUCTION FACILITY 
IN KUWAIT OR ELSEWHERE IN GULF AREA. EMBOFFS DISCOURAGED STONE 
ON THIS GENERALLY ON BOTH ECONOMIC AND POLICY GROUNDS. STONE 
PROMISED TO CHECK BACK WITH EMBOFF AFTER MEETING WITH DEFMIN. 
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WE WILL INFORM DEPARTMENT WHAT HE REPORTS. END FYI. 
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